
 
“Failure and Success” 

 
 
 
“Our steps are made firm by the Lord, when he delights in our way;  though we stumble, we 
shall not fall headlong, for the Lord holds us by the hand.”  (Psalms 37: 23-24) (NRSV) 
 
“I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry.  He drew me up from the 
desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.  He put a 
new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  Many will see and fear, and put their trust 
in the Lord.”  (Psalms 40: 1-3) (NSRV)   
 
 
 
The literal definition of the word "failure" is: a lack of success in or at something.  
 
In reality though, you cannot achieve success in anything without failures along the 
way. No one is born with the ability to do anything successfully on the first 
attempt. Babies fall when learning to walk; pianists hit sour notes when trying to 
master a composition; athletes come in second and third while building up what it 
takes to place first. But there is a common thread among them all: they never let 
fear of failure stop them from striving for success. 
 
A lot of us have a fear of failure; but if we desire to be used by God to further His 
kingdom and bring glory to His name, we must ask Him to help us overcome this.  
 
Imagine the amazing things we could do in God's name if we never let fear hold us 
back! We might stumble along the way; but in the end, God's name would be 
glorified, and we would set an example for those around us that it's okay to try big 
things for God, even if we fail along the way to success.  
 
Continue to pray “for God’s Will to be done”; listen for God to speak to our hearts; 
and continue to direct our path; and be open to the glorious possibilities. 
          AMEN. 


